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Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) mishandling of
funds from the Pittman-Robertson, Dingell-
Johnson Act and other programs which were
specifically set aside to fund state fish and
game departments. Even more reprehensible
is the USFWS’s attempt to divert these
funds to anti-hunting groups. We are thank-
ful that The Wildlfie and Sport Fish Restora-
tion and Improvement Act of 2000 will help
to stop these and other abuses.

Chairman Young, we sincerely appreciate
your commitment and efforts that will ben-
efit the preservation and conservation of our
nation’s sportsmen’s and outdoor heritage.

Very truly yours,
C.M. VAN EMAN,
President.

THE MULE DEER FOUNDATION,
Reno, NV, April 5, 2000.
Hon. DON YOUNG,
Chairman, House Resources Committee, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Your leadership for
The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration and
Improvement Act of 2000 is to be com-
mended. The Mule Deer Foundation (MDF)
anticipates this bill, when enacted, will as-
sist the US Fish and Wildlife Service to bet-
ter manage Federal Aid funds. MDF is espe-
cially supportive of good management of the
funds from the Pittman-Robertson Act and
the Dingell-Johnson Act. These Acts are cen-
tral to the conservation funding in this
country and are, frankly, an unprecedented
model for sustainable conservation world-
wide. Hunters and fishermen in our country
historically have been the first to step to the
plate to support conservation and these Acts
provide a critical source of funding for con-
servation to stated conservation agencies.
With the disparate pressures that come from
varied interests, it is of critical importance
that we continue to safeguard and improve
the management of these funds.

The Mule Deer Foundation recognizes that
this bill passed out of the House Resources
Committee with an amazing 36-0 vote. MDF
would like to voice its support for this bill
and congratulations to the Committee for its
bi-partisan approach to improving manage-
ment of Federal Aid Funds.

The Mule Deer Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not
for profit, charitable organization whose
Mission is to ensure the conservation of
mule and blacktailed deer and their habi-
tats.

Chairman Young, on behalf of The Mule
Deer Foundation, let me thank you and your
Committee on this effort in behalf of Ameri-
can’s conservation programs.

Very truly yours,
WILLIAM I. MORRILL,
President, and CEO.

GULF LUMBER COMPANY, INC.,
Mobile, AL, April 5, 2000.
Hon. DON YOUNG, Chairman, House Resources

Committee, House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Since the founding of
the Mobile County Wildlife Association and
the Alabama Wildlife Federation in the mid
1930’s, my family has been involved in the in-
numerable conservation and wildlife organi-
zations. We have spent untold dollars and
man-hours furthering the conservation of
wildlife and wildlife habitat.

I tell you this to say thank you for intro-
ducing The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restora-
tion and Improvement Act of 2000. This bill
will help stop the mismanagement by the
current leadership of the Fish and Wildlife
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Service of the Dingell-Johnson Act, the Pitt-
man-Robertson Act and other programs ad-
ministered by the Division of Federal Aid.

It is wrong for the current leaders of the
Fish and Wildlife Service to loot this unique-
ly effective program to create slush funds
and use it as a cash cow to cover foreign
travel and unrelated administrative ex-
penses. Their attempt to divert these funds
to anti-hunting groups is an even worse af-
front.

We greatly appreciate your leadership in
upholding our sportsmen-conservationist
heritage and taking steps to clean up the
problems at the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Sincerely,
W.S. (SANDY) STIMPSON,
Sr. Vice President.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today
| commemorate April as the Child Abuse Pre-
vention month and to inform my colleagues of
a quiet but devastating situation that continues
to plague our nation: that of child abuse and
neglect. In this time of prosperity we are leav-
ing needy children behind.

More than 1 million children are reported
abused and neglected in this country each
year. This is an amazing statistic, especially
when most cases of neglect and abuse are
not reported.

In Virginia, according to the American Hu-
mane Association’s Children Division in 1997,
there were 11,792 confirmed reports of mal-
treatment to children.

The situation, as it exists right now, simply
cannot go on. These children need and de-
serve our help, and Congress can and must
step in if we are to begin to better tackle this
public health epidemic and national tragedy.
Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to support
vital federal programs that seek to address
this problem through improved preventive and
early intervention services.

The effects of child abuse are felt by com-
munities as a whole and need to be ad-
dressed by the entire community. All citizens
should become more aware of the negative ef-
fects of child abuse and its prevention within
the community. All citizens should become in-
volved in supporting vulnerable and at risk
parents to raise their children in a safe nur-
turing environment. This is why it is important
to recognize April as Child Abuse Prevention
Month.

All citizens, community agencies, religious
organizations, medical facilites, and busi-
nesses should increase their participation in
our efforts to prevent child abuse, thereby
strengthening the communities in which we
live.

Child maltreatment has ramifications far be-
yond the actual physical and psychological
harm done to the child. It also affects school
readiness, juvenile crime and poor health out-
comes. We simply must do more.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that | can count on my
colleagues to recognize this month as Child
Abuse Prevention Month and give strong sup-
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port of these and other measures so that we
can seek to put an end to what can only be
called a national epidemic.

———

TAXPAYER BILL OF RIGHTS 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. BENJAMIN A GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 11, 2000

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am in strong
support of H.R. 4163, the Taxpayer Bill of
Rights 2000. | urge my colleagues to join in
supporting this important legislation.

H.R. 4163 is a bipartisan bill designed to
provide further protections to taxpayers from
regulatory abuse by the Internal Revenue
Service. In recent years, the Congress has
adopted several of these taxpayer bill of
rights, which have done much to reign in
some of the more outrageous abuses heaped
on taxpayers, who, by no fault of their own,
have run afoul of overzealous IRS personnel.

This legislation offers a number of important
protections for those individuals who have
been unable to pay their taxes on time and
thus have incurred additional interest and pen-
alty charges. Specifically, the bill repeals the
present day penalty for failure to pay tax, for
those taxpayers that have entered into install-
ment payments with the IRS to repay large
outstanding balances.

Additionally, this  bill:  Expands cir-
cumstances where interest on underpayment
of taxes may be abated, simplifies estimated
tax calculations, limits taxpayer exposure to
underpayment interest through the use of
qualified reserve accounts, and tightens the
privacy rights of taxpayers through limiting dis-
closure options open to the IRS.

Mr. Speaker, similar bills in the past have
done much to provide protection to taxpayers
from overbearing Federal agencies with regu-
lations that have had unintended con-
sequences in their implementation. This legis-
lation continues that tradition by offering im-
portant protections to have, for whatever rea-
son, made under-payments on taxes owed
and are subsequently trying to make good on
any overdue balances.

Accordingly, | urge my colleagues to support
this worthy legislation.

———

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING COLONEL
ROBERT N. CLEMENT

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that our colleague in the House
of Representatives, Colonel Robert N. Clem-
ent, will retire from the Tennessee Army Na-
tional Guard on April 30, 2000, after more
than 31 years of exemplary military service.

Colonel Clement began his career as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the United States Army Re-
serve. In January 1969, he entered active duty
for his Officers Basic Course in the Adjutant
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